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TEXAS CONGREGATIONS UNITED FOR EMPOWERMENT & LOCAL BLACK PASTORS REJECT “SILENCING THE PULPIT”

The Texas Congregations United for Empowerment, Inc. (also known as “TCUE”), a non-profit organization representing primarily African American Christian congregations in Travis, Bastrop and Williamson counties to facilitate empowerment in these counties has invited you here to announce its rejection of the recent public discourse that calls into question the right and responsibility of Black preachers to preach sermons of empowerment and against injustices, mistreatment and oppression in our communities.
 

We reject any attempt to "silence the pulpit" when it comes to addressing the issues of race, injustice or oppression. Therefore, as we approach Easter, our celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ in the midst of this discourse, we are reminded of the inaugural words of Jesus’ ministry in Luke 4:18, in which he said
The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
     because he has anointed me 
     to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives

     and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to release the oppressed.

We are also reminded that the crowd that cheered Jesus with Hosanna, when he entered the city of Jerusalem later cried “Crucify Him! Crucify Him,” which is not uncommon for those who exercise prophetic voices.  For example, we are further reminded that the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah was almost lynched when he challenged his nation.  Specifically, the Bible says, “But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the LORD had commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and said, "You must die!” (Jeremiah 26:8)
Indeed, as preachers of the good news of Jesus, we are also responsible for preaching sermons that, 1) give good news to those who are spiritually and economically poor, 2) proclaim freedom to those who are captive, 3) seek to release those who are oppressed, and 4) address the roots and vestiges of injustices, mistreatment and oppression in society. Accordingly, oppressed people must preach to the oppression in their lives and society; and truth must be preached powerfully to power, but without hate.  The pulpit can not be silenced and should be prophetic in its preaching.
We are unwilling to be silenced in our pulpits and, through this conference, we want to continue to put on notice the communities in which we serve and preach that we are unwilling to be silenced in our pulpits.  We also want to encourage preachers in our community to continue to be prophetic in their pulpits.  We want to urge them to continuing preaching to heal the hurt, pain and brokenness in our communities.  We want to urge them to continue to exercise their rights and responsibilities to proclaim to individuals, institutions, public officials, and local/state/national governments; and in so doing comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable and those who do harm.  This is not a question about patriotism when the focus is government or a nation, even your own; preachers are as patriotic as any American can be and many of our preachers have put their lives on the line for this country.  But we will not forfeit our rights and responsibilities to be preachers of the good news of Jesus.
On this first day of spring, the time of rebirth and renewal, let our communities and country renew our principles and values to live up to being a land of the free and the brave.  Let us go forward and heal our land of racism, oppression and injustice.
God bless America and may America bless God!

Thank you for coming today.
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